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I discovered OzHarvest in 
2004 when I was looking 
for somewhere to take the 
large amounts of leftover 
food from my studio 
shoots. I’d always been 
disturbed by the enormous 
amount of food being 
wasted in the advertising 
industry and up till then 
I’d been simply throwing 
whatever I could in the 
back of my car and taking 
it to a local mens shelter.

When I called into 
OzHarvest for the first 
time it was a relief to 
find an organisation that 
felt as I did about food 
waste and was actually 
doing something about 
it on a large scale. Since 
then OzHarvest has 
gone from strength to 
strength - expanding all 
over Sydney, throughout 
Australia and now overseas 
as well. A few years ago I 
found myself in a position 
where I really wanted to 
start giving something 
back and was looking for a 
good cause to get involved 
with. OZHarvest had just 
moved into a warehouse 
in the same street as my 
studio so I popped in to 
ask if they could use my 
skills in any way. That meeting started a 
working relationship that has now spanned 
over five years. I’ve shot events, brochures, 
advertising, annual reports and made two 
films around their Nourish program and 
ThinkEatSave campaigns.

The core of what Ozharvest does is picking 
up excess food from restaurants, events,
manufacturers and supermarkets and then 
quickly distributing this bounty to the 
agencies that are on the frontline caring for 
the homeless, marginalised and needy in 

our society. The logistics of doing this are 
obviously complex and dynamic and it’s 
the OzHarvest van drivers that make this 
all possible.

This series of portraits was undertaken 
as a collaboration. A personal project for 
me and the basis of the 2017 OzHarvest 
Christmas appeal. I really loved working 
with these amazing people and hearing 
their inspiring stories. They really are an 
indispensable part of the fight against food 
waste and poverty in our country.

Phil Sammons 

Phil came to Australia 
from England in 1984 as a 
chartered accountant, working 
in corporate banking for 
thirty years. He decided to 
leave banking and look for 
something that gave back to 
the community. Phil started 
volunteering at OzHarvest 
and became a full-time driver 
in 2017.

Paul Keane

Paul is the driver on the school run in the 
Blacktown, Mount Druitt, Campbelltown 
areas, delivering food rescued from 
airlines that provide breakfast at their 
airport lounges. The school kids love the 
fresh juice and mini muesli bars and run 
to greet Paul as he arrives. He feels like 
Santa when he pulls up in the OzHarvest 
van and unloads the food. Paul says that 
he always sleeps better at night knowing 
he has helped feed so many kids.
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Ricardo Santos 

Ricardo, orginally from Brazil, has worked 
as a driver for many different companies. He 
studied economics but one day, whilst working 
for a ride share company, Ricardo met Marcio, 
the OzHarvest Warehouse Manager, and told 
him that he was looking for a job as a driver.  It 
was his lucky day as OzHarvest had a position 
available. Ricardo went home, sent in his resume, 
and he’s now one of the team.

Nigel Douglas

Originally from Yorkshire, England, 
Nigel worked for many years as a chef 
until he became disillusioned with 
the industry and needed a change 
of lifestyle. His friend Wayne was 
already a regular OzHarvest driver. 
Wayne thought delivering rescued 
food was just the change Nigel was 
looking for and brought him into the 
OzHarvest family.

Wayne Pinniger

Wayne has worked in the hospitality 
and refrigeration industries, and is also a 
qualified personal trainer. Wayne needed 
some steady work whilst setting himself 
up as a personal trainer and started 
driving for OzHarvest. He soon realised 
he could provide more help by delivering 
food to the needy than as a personal 
trainer. Plus, he felt the food recipients 
were a lot more grateful.

Phil Philippou

Phil spent many years working in hospitality but 
knew he wanted to change to a job that could help 
people. After discounting being an ambulance 
driver or fireman, he found OzHarvest, which 
was the perfect fit! Phil has always been into 
recycling and in his spare time creates art from 
old bits of wood which he upcycles into frames 
for his fantastic photography. Check him out at 
mythinkingeye.com.
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